REVOLUTIONARY  CLASS
'interest5 to become a free man? It depends on what
we mean by 'interest'. If I am a well-fed slave with
a reasonably indulgent master, it may be by no means
to my material 'interest5 to receive my freedom. But
if I believe, as many men really do, that man does not
live by bread alone, I shall say that it is to my true
'interest5 (that is to my interest as a moral and spiritual
person) to receive my freedom, even though I suffer
materially by the emancipation. So likewise I may
decide that to surrender my political freedom, even
though I may be recompensed by a great increase of
material well-being, is to sacrifice my true spiritual
interest for my false material interest. It was in pursuit
not of its immediate, but of its true interest, that the
working class struggled for democracy.
Man's true interest is to attain the maximum of
conscious and responsible freedom, whereby he
develops as a person. Such freedom does not involve
his emancipation from restraints, but his voluntary
acceptance of all the restraints which are necessary
to this maximum of conscious and responsible freedom.
Political equality in democracy is a necessary form
of that maximal conscious freedom, because it is the
only means which makes possible a voluntary accep-
tance of the restraints which are necessary to freedom
in society. Belief in democracy, in this sense, as what
we have called a final form of society, does not
necessarily involve the belief that it is a practicable
form of society. It may be practicable in some cir-
cumstances, and not in others; in difficult circum-
stances it may make demands upon its members which